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To Date or Not to Date: Is that the Question?

I. INTRODUCTION
A. When it comes to this topic, questions abound but…

a. One question needs to be asked before the others
II. To Date or Not to Date: Is that the question?

If that question (and others like it) are the first question, it often leads to…

A. Moralism
1. DEFINITION:   Moralism is when you try to please God with actions and behavior, without a heart attitude to match. 

.  
Matthew 15:8 (ESV)   'This people honors me with their lips,

        but their heart is far from me;’
Matthew 23:27 (ESV)  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness.”
2. What this means for singles:
3. What this means for parents:
B. Rebellion

1. Be aware of this tendency in your heart
III. The Question of First Importance

A. When it comes to relationships with the opposite sex, what thoughts, attitudes and actions are worthy of the gospel?

Ephes. 4:1 - I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
Philip. 1:27 - Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
Col. 1:10  - So as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.  
1 Thes. 2:12 - we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. 
IV. How Does the Gospel Help to Answer Questions about Relationships?
A. The Gospel Tells Us…
1. God is the Center of All Things and the Fountain of Delight
Psalm 84  [1] How lovely is your dwelling place,  O Lord of hosts! [2] My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God…  [10] For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

a. What does that tell us…
1. You were not created to find your highest and best satisfaction in a human relationship
2. You don’t need a boyfriend/girlfriend to be happy
3. It is OK, even good, to wait
4. If God never provides, He is still good
5. If the courtship doesn’t work out – He is still good
6. Relationships are a good thing – from a good God- wanting to shower you with good
7. Any prohibitions from God are for your good and designed to preserve what is best for you
2. Our Hearts are Sinful

Jeremiah 2:13 (ESV)  

    for my people have committed two evils:

    they have forsaken me,

        the fountain of living waters,

    and hewed out cisterns for themselves,

        broken cisterns that can hold no water. 
a. What does this tell us?
1. You will want relationships that are contrary to “a manner worthy of the gospel”
2. It will serve you to have a healthy mistrust of your heart 
3. Assume that the world, flesh, devil will appeal to you (and your son or daughter)
a. Understand the power of temptation and sin
4. This should produce humility
a. You need the input of trusted Christians (starting with parents)
5. Change takes place at heart level before behavior level

a. Don’t just try to change behavior, seek Jesus for heart change

3. There is Hope in Jesus Christ
1 Peter 2:24-25 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.  [25] For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  

a. What does this tell us?
1. Past sins can be forgiven
2. Change is possible
3. Power is available
4. God is “for you” rather than “against you”

Romans 8:31-32 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  [32] He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  

4. Defines Relationships that are Worthy of the Gospel
a. Love
Romans 12:10 (ESV) Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  

1. Our tendency – love ourselves
a. Only the gospel changes that

b. Only the gospel frees us to love God and love others

b. Humility
Philip. 2:3-4 Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  [4] Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

1. Our tendency – pride
a. Only the gospel changes that
b. Only the gospel frees us to humble ourselves
c. Selflessness
Luke 22:41-42 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed,  [42] saying, "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done."  
Luke 23:34 And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide his garments.”  
1. Our tendency – selfishness
a. Only the gospel changes that
b. Only the gospel frees us to be selfless

d. Sexual Purity
1 Cor. 6:18-20 (ESV)  Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body.  [19] Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own,  [20] for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
2. Our tendency – lust
a. Only the gospel changes that

b. Only the gospel frees us to walk in purity

V. Conclusion
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